


Newton USD 373 
Chisholm MS Student Discussion 
October 5, 2016 
 
Met with seven students from Chisholm.  
 
Porshea 7 
Alaycea 8 
Vincint 7 
Trent  7 
Tommy 8 
Nicolas 7 
Xzavion 8 
 
Introductions where each person said name, grade, activities in school (band, 
football, basketball, etc) and what they like to do in spare time. 
 
Described why they are here. Described our work with the Board, Teachers, and 
CVT to develop comprehensive plan. We discussed the Guiding Principals as 
developed by the Board and the Student Centered definitions as developed by the 
teacher group. 
 
Then asked the 12 prepared questions. The responses and reactions are listed in 
order of questions. 
 
Question 1 

 Not that difficult or scary. I was ready for the change 
 Somewhat scary but only because of the change 
 Not scary because I was part of a whole class making the change and we 

knew each other 
 Hall pass time is 3 minutes. Too short. I cant get across the building in the 

crowded halls. No time to use the restroom between classes. 
 Shorter class periods. The shorter class periods require us to stay focused 

and get our work done because we know we do not have time later (8th 
grader) Is that a common thought around classmates? Yes, pretty much. 

 I like the changes instead of staying in one building for a long time. (8th 
grader) 
 

Question 2 
 No stairs 
 A lot more walking at CMS 
 The halls at CMS are crowded 
 I wish we could go outside between classes. 
 Yes, the building was confusing and stuff, but we all got used to it in about a 

week. 



 8th grade is harder.  
 I like having 8th grade and 7 grade together. But the maturity level between 

grades if obvious (8th grader) 
Question 3 

 Yes. Pride time. 
 The building has lots of variety of classrooms and the teachers use it well. I 

like. 
 Jenga thing. We can earn free time. 
 Brain Break. A chance to stop thinking for a while. 

Question 4 
 The desks are too small. I don’t fit 
 The desk surface is too small. With ipad or computer plus binder plus 

whatever will not fit. I put stuff on floor and then it is in the way of the 
teacher or others walking around 

 I wish the desks had compartments to hold my stuff. (7th grader) 
Question 5 

 I hate the hallways at CMS. Cant get through 
 SanteFe hallsways were “ziggy” and small, but we walked per class and in 

single line. No big class change like CMS 
Question 6 

 Don’t have very many apps on ipad.  
 We are blocked from a lot. Cant do much other than assignments. Cant listen 

to music 
 Do you have a BYOD policy? What do you do with your personal phones and 

stuff? Have to leave in locker unless special permission. Sometimes we get to 
use them in PRIDE or PE. 

 We would really like to have so we can listen to music when we work. Helps 
me concentrate. 

Question 7 
 No.  
 I think it would be good to interact more. Lunch or PRIDE time together. Get 

to know the grade levels 
 I want to be able to help the 7th graders with their work and the ways around 

the building. 
Question 8 

 Not really. 
 Yes. Depends on the classroom and the teacher. 
 The desks are too close together. 

Question 9 
 Only before or after school 
 During PRIDE sometimes 
 During Advisory yes. (used to be called Seminar) 

Question 10 
 Yes. We feel safe at school. Officer Littlejohn is great. We know he is serious. 



 Don’t feel safe at bus lineup. I cannot see my parents car because of the 
busses. 

 Don’t feel safe on the bus. (from 7th grader) The bus driver does not do 
anything. 

 We stay out of the “woods”. (woods by football stadium?) 
Question 11 

 We don’t think bullying happens face to face very much.  
 Bullying on social media is big deal. 
 Crazy Clown fears 
 CMS accounts. Twitter and instagram is the most used. Snapchat is still fun 

Question 12 
 I think racism is overstated and over used. 
 When I refer to a white person or a black person, I don’t think it is racial but 

just a description 
 When a white person uses the “N” word they don’t get in trouble. When a 

black person use the “F” word they get in trouble. Happens on the bus. 
 I would feel more comfortable in a school of all black people. “Its just a 

culture thing”. But I don’t feel threatened. 
 “Acting Black” comments are overused. Be who you are.” 
Side note: This group had what I thought was a very healthy discussion about race. 
The group was racially diverse and they had very mature conversation without 
accusations or implication. They recognized there are differences physically and 
culturally. But they never talked about each other as anything but equals. 

  





Newton USD 373 
Newton High School Student Discussion 
October 5, 2016 
 
 
Introductions where each person said name, grade, activities in school (band, 
football, basketball, etc) and what they like to do in spare time. 
 
Described why they are here. Described our work with the Board, Teachers, and 
CVT to develop comprehensive plan. We discussed the Guiding Principals as 
developed by the Board and the Student Centered definitions as developed by the 
teacher group. 
 
Then asked the 14 prepared questions. The responses and reactions are listed in 
order of questions. 
 
Question 1 

 Mixed answer. 
 The building was confusing but got used to it an a week or so 
 I knew about the building and stuff from being in it before getting to HS 
  

Question 2 
 New area lecture hall is good. 
 Desks are too small. 
 Science furniture is really crowded 
 Would like a variety of seating 

 
Question 3 

 I like that it is big 
 I like the front door 
 I like the segregation of classes. Meaning, So and Sr are in same section of 

building and Fr and Jr are in same section of building. I think that keeps fights 
down because of clashes between Fr/So, and Jr/Sr 

 I like the terraced lunch room but it is too crowded. I would like different 
seating in lunchroom 

 I don’t like PE bathrooms 
 Bathrooms are always out of order 
 I don’t like our cardboard walls 
 Brooks seems like an afterthought 

 
Question 4 

 Not much. 
 We have a byod policy but the wifi does not work so we have to use data. 
 Have not noticed difference in wifi this year. 



 Need better internet access. Teacher asks us to research something but the 
wifi is blocked. So we just switch to data and look up what we need. 

 I think it should stay as teacher discretion for use of devises. 
 
Question 5 

 Not. Just PE and Seminar 
 
Question 6 

 Somewhat. 
 Science yes definitely 
 Core classes are crowded and also FACS 

 
Question 7 

 No 
 
Question 8 

 Hallways are sometimes unsafe because of crowded 
 Cant go to academic area during class change. Forced into corridor 
 Parking is unsafe. Its confusing 
 Bus drop off is good. It is separate from cars 

 
Question 9 

 Mostly on social media 
 Twitter fights 
 Fights don’t happen too much 

 
Question 10 

 I think cultural diversity is strong. 
 I think educational diversity is good. I can make choices 
 Racism is usually in a joking manner. But idk 

 
Question 11 

 What is CTE? 
 I am in the medical class. I don’t know why we went to hospital because we 

just were in a classroom there. 
 I don’t really know what is in the buildings and Brooks 
 I took the intro to Tech. Not everybody does so they don’t know 

 
Question 12 

 No 
 
Question 13 

 No 
 I wonder how that would work? 



Question 14 
 Never 
 I have never checked out a book, and probably wont (a jr) 
 Its out of the way 
 Many do use it during Seminar. There is collaboration then for those that 

have same class and work on the assignments 
 Study hall. I put on my headphones and study.  

 
What do you think about 1:1? 

 What is that? 
 
 
Do you use your lockers? 

 Some 
 Junior lockers are new but they don’t have enough of them 
 I think about half of us use lockers. Some probably don’t know where theirs 

is. 
 


	CMS and NHS student group

